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Changing Demographics Changing Demographics 
Among 18Among 18--24 Year Olds24 Year Olds
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High School Sophomores, 1980High School Sophomores, 1980--2002: 2002: 
Very Important ValuesVery Important Values
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Views of Personal Trust Among Views of Personal Trust Among 
HS Seniors (1976 to 2005)HS Seniors (1976 to 2005)
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TeensTeens’’ Use of Social Use of Social 
Networking SitesNetworking Sites

Not online
7%

Less often
10%

Few times 
per week

16%

Every day
25%Does not 

use social 
networking 

sites
42%

Uses social 
networking 

sites
51%

Frequency of Contact With ParentFrequency of Contact With Parent

50

19 15 20

23

32
31

37

0

20

40

60

80

18-25 26-40 41-60 61+

Daily Weekly



7

How Much Time Did Your Parents How Much Time Did Your Parents 
Spend With You?Spend With You?
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HS Seniors and Social IssuesHS Seniors and Social Issues
(1976 to 2005)(1976 to 2005)
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Homosexuality Should Be AcceptedHomosexuality Should Be Accepted
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OK for Blacks and Whites to DateOK for Blacks and Whites to Date
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Views of GovernmentViews of Government

Favorable Views of the MilitaryFavorable Views of the Military
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% of HS Seniors who will Join % of HS Seniors who will Join 
Armed Forces (1976 to 2005)Armed Forces (1976 to 2005)
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International ViewsInternational Views

61% of young people say 61% of young people say ““it is important it is important 
for the U.S. to be respected in the worldfor the U.S. to be respected in the world””
35% of young people say 35% of young people say ““the U.S. should the U.S. should 
spread freedom and democracy across spread freedom and democracy across 
the worldthe world””
65% of undergraduates say they would 65% of undergraduates say they would 
consider consider ““working abroad for a year or working abroad for a year or 
moremore””

Citizenship Citizenship 
and Civic Engagementand Civic Engagement
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Voter Turnout Rate in Voter Turnout Rate in 
Presidential YearsPresidential Years
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What it Means to be a Good What it Means to be a Good 
Citizen, HS SeniorsCitizen, HS Seniors

(1976 to 2005)(1976 to 2005)
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Civic ActivityCivic Activity
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Five Most Common ActivitiesFive Most Common Activities
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